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The Joker-Bug system
The Joker-Bug system as it is known today was first marketed in 1995. This 
was the first 360° HMI unit ever produced, and quickly became the standard for 
versatility and compactness. Nowadays, Joker-Bug units are renowned for the 
several accessories they can be equipped with: Softube, Big Eye, Bug-A-Beam 
and so on. The K5600 goal has always been to satisfy the needs of end users, and 
continue to improve the Joker-Bug system.  

The latest innovation is a new generation of bulbs which make the Joker-Bug an 
incredible versatile light source. These 3200K discharge bulbs turns your daylight 
fixture into an artificial light source. 

Existing in 200W, 400W, 800W and 1600W, the Joker-Bugs come in kits. They 
include the traditional set of four PAR lenses, and are all equipped with High-Speed 
ballasts with selectable frequencies (100Hz, 300Hz, 1 000Hz). 

Thanks to the numerous accessories and the ability to get either artificial or daylight, 
the Joker-Bug provides various kinds of lighting in only one fixture. A money and 
time-saver.  



JOKER-BUG 200
Achieving beam spread from 5° to 45°, the Joker-Bug 200W 
is not only compact but also has a great output, comparable 
to a 1K Quartz. 

Especially appreciated for its lightweight and 
compactness, the 200W has become a favorite 
tool for interviews, documentaries or reality shows. 
The size and weight make it easy to rig in tight 
spaces or at the end of a boom arm. It is also the 
perfect tool inside a light bank: the light is evenly 
spread (no hot spot is created) and the output is 
optimal.

In 2014, K5600 launched the Evolution version of the 
Joker-Bug 200W. It consists of an upgraded Joker-Bug 
200W, to make it compatible with the LCL bulbs from 
Havells Sylvania. Now, the Joker-Bug 200W can be run 
either in 5600K or 3200K, simply by changing the bulb.  

Scott Nathan, Photographer

Flash me for more information

The Joker-Bug 200W comes in two different kits: the 
traditional Joker-Bug kit or the Evolution kit, composed of 
two fixtures (two Jokers or one Alpha 200W and one Joker) 
and different accessories. 

Courtesy of @nlaubreysmith (Instagram)

“Since ISO 800 became the new 100, Jokers have become my lighting of 
choice. Lightweight and compact, they’re so efficient I can run them on 
household current while on location without fear of blowing fuses. I’m 
able to use all the light shaping tools I’ve grown accustomed to as a still 
photographer. The quality of light these little HMI’s throw is pure magic.”



“I had 400, 800 and 1600W Joker-Bugs. I used them 
mostly for the High Speed close-ups, especially for one 
scene that I wanted to enhance: we had to film drops of 
water falling on a bird’s wings, and it was important to 
provide an artistic effect highlighting the beautiful set 
and animal.” Emmanuel Lakkari, DP

JOKER-BUG 400
Offering a very similar output to a 575W with 30% less 
electrical consumption, the Joker-Bug 400W has been a 
mainstay on equipment lists for many years. The output 
coupled with its weight and size makes this unit an essential 
tool for many DPs, on every kind of shoot (TV series, 
commercials, feature films, etc.). 

Another point which makes the 400W a tool of choice is 
the various accessories available. Most of the accessories 
designed by K5600 are compatible with the unit: Softube, 
Big Eye, Bug-A-Beam, Multibug, etc.

Flash me for more information

In 2015, the unit gained even more versatility 
with the introduction of the 400W 3200K 
discharge bulb. Thanks to this innovation, the 
use of gels can be avoided in situations that 
didn’t lend themselves well to gel usage.



Combining a great output with a low power consumption, the Joker-Bug 
800W has become one of the favorite units of the line. 

As the first 800W HMI unit when it was marketed in 1999, the Joker-Bug 
800W was created around an 800W UV-Block requested by K5600 Lighting. 
This has now become a standard. The 800W is ideal inside a light bank: it 
provides 50% more output and a better spread than a regular PAR 1200W. 

JOKER-BUG 800

Flash me for more information

The 800W can be used with two types of beamers: 
- The PAR beamer: featuring a specular reflector, compatible with the four 
lenses included in each Joker-Bug kit
- The Zoom Beamer: it consists of a segmented reflector which is focusable 
from 15 to 60 degrees

Like the 200W and 400W, LCL 3200K discharge bulbs are now available for 
this fixture. 

TV Show “Midi en France”



JOKER-BUG 1600

Flash me for more information

The 1600W is the latest wattage introduced in the 
Joker-Bug line. Comparable to over 6000W of Quartz 
fixture’s output, it produces one full stop more than our 
Joker-Bug 800W. 

Scarlett Johansson lit by the Joker-Bug 1600W during Good 
Morning America TV show. Courtesy of Edgar Llamas. 

Like all Joker-Bugs, the Bug-Lite configuration is 
optimal for use in a light bank: it perfectly creates even 
distribution within, no matter the size or the shape. As 
with all K5600 units, the Joker-Bug 1600W can be 
used pointing straight down without any damage to 
the lamp. 

Courtesy of Dominique Marion Peredone

The 1600W can also be used with two different reflectors. 
The PAR beamer featuring a specular reflector (used with 
the set of four lenses) provides varying light patterns from 
5 to 45 degrees. The Zoom Beamer is a lensless focusable 
beamer, giving 15 to 60 degrees of punchy output. 

Since its creation in 2011, the Joker-Bug 1600W has been 
renowned as a great tool for High-Speed shoots. The ballast 
included in the kit is PFC and has selectable frequencies 
for this kind of shoot (300Hz and 1000Hz). This powerful 
fixture can be run on household power, a good point when 
crew and budget are limited. 



BUG TUNSTEN 1/2K & 650W
After much demand from DPs, K5600 created Tungsten Bugs, available in 650W and 1/2K. 

The Bug Lite 1/2K is a modified 800W, with a larger beaker to take the heat of a 2K bulb. The Bug Tungsten has been specially designed to be used in light 
banks and lanterns. It evenly covers the reflective material inside the light bank, which makes the system an appreciated tool for night shots. 

With the popularity of the Big Eye, K5600 received many requests for a Tungsten source. We listened to our users who wanted the beauty of a small light 
source behind a large Fresnel lens and modified the Joker 400W to be an incandescent 650W. 

Flash me for more information

Bug 650W + Big Eye 
AccessoryBug 1/2K + Octaplus

Lightbank

Courtesy of Robert Mayr, Gaffer



SOFTUBE
Designed first for the 400W Joker, the Softube has become an 
essential tool on set and exists for each Joker-Bug. This accessory 
turns the narrow concentrated beam of the PAR without a lens into 
a linear soft light source. It adds light without generating shadows, 
which gives a natural look to the scenes. 

Ideal in confined spaces thanks to its slim design, the Softube’s 
favorite applications are over windows or behind columns. Another 
K5600 accessory which has become a standard in the image creation 
world. 

Flash me for more information

Courtesy of Evren Cöp, Gaffer

BUG-A-BEAM
The Bug-A-Beam adapters for the 400W and 800W have become a 
standard for many professionals. So much so that they named the 
complete system (Bug-Lite + Bug-A-Beam Adapter + Source Four) 
a “Joleko.”

Whether in 400W or 800W, the Source Four combined with the Bug-
Lite gives a controllable high intensity beam. 

Flash me for more information



LIGHT BANKS
When using a light bank or a lantern, there is no light more efficient 
than the Bug-Lite. The bare bulb fixture is the perfect tool, because it 
evenly covers the material inside the bank, and provides more output 
and better coverage of the front screen, without creating hot spots.
 
All the K5600 Jokers use the same speedring, the 9780OP. 

Flash me for more information

Courtesy of Evren Cöp, Gaffer

BIG EYE
The Big Eye consists of a 625 mm diameter polymer Fresnel lens. 
It’s compatible with the 200, 400 and 800W Jokers (in Bug Lite 
configuration). Focusable, this system offers a 10 degree narrow 
spot beam to a 60 degree wide beam. While the large source of the 
Big Eye is directional, it gives a very nice compromise between a 
totally soft, shadowless light and a hard light. 

Flash me for more information

Courtesy of Scott Nathan, Photographer



The Alpha line
The Fresnel range of K5600 Lighting has been known for many years for its ability to be 
operated pointing straight down without creating any damage to the unit. But the Alpha 
concept also provides an incredible quality of light and shadows, a great output and a 
wide even beam.

The unique Quartz reflector is the key of this light quality. It gives a very natural light effect 
and, with a reflection index of 97%, its performance is higher by 10% compared to regular 
aluminum reflectors. Taking up to 1200°C, the combination of this incredible material 
with the air ventilation system of the Alpha makes it possible to use these units pointing 
straight down without creating safety issues. 

The Alpha is also appreciated for its versatility. When K5600 first marketed the Alpha 4K 
in 2002, it was the only Fresnel fixture with a removable Fresnel lens, offering an Open 
Eye option. Today, the Alpha line is still the only one which offers this ability. As versatility 
is one a K5600 priority, the system has been improved with the creation of dedicated 
accessories such as the Spacebeam and rings to adapt special Chimera light banks. 

The compactness and light weight of the Alphas have also made the reputation of these 
units. As with the Joker-Bug line, the idea was to manufacture handy equipment. The goal 
was achieved: Alphas are the shallowest and lightest Fresnel units on the market. 



ALPHA 200

Flash me for more information

The Alpha 200W is the smallest wattage of the Alpha line. This Fresnel 
unit gives a controllable and focusable beam from 10 to 60°. When 
the lens is removed, the Alpha 200W becomes an Open-Eye fixture, 
which provides a wide 90° even beam and produces hard shadows. 

The ability to be used with 3200K or 5600K LCL bulbs gives more 
versatility to the unit. No need to make any serious changes on the 
fixture: simply change the bulb and achieve either an artificial light or 
a daylight color temperature. A good tool to avoid the use of gels. 

Dedicated accessories are available for the Alpha 200W. Turning it 
into a soft light source is easily done with the Snapbag from DOP 
Choice. This pop-up light bank does not need any speedring to be 
mounted on the unit. The Alpha 200W can also be turned into a profile 
light for precise cuts thanks to the Focal Spot. This accessory comes 
with two lenses of 20° and 40°, and a gobo holder. 

The Alpha 200W is available in three different kit configurations: 

- Pro Combo kit
- Two Alpha kit

- Alpha kit 

All the kits are available with or without accessories. 

“Versatile, lightweight and affordable. These are really the three 
adjectives that come to mind when someone asks me what I 
think about the new Alpha 200.” Olivier Madar, DP



ALPHA 1600
Combining output and compactness, the Alpha 1600W is the ideal 
Fresnel fixture for those who are working in tight spaces and/or 
with a small crew. The kit includes a High-Speed ballast and is 
easy to transport thanks to its rolling flight case. 

It features the Quartz reflector combining a high reflection index 
(97%) and a strong resistance to high temperatures (1200°C). 
This material also provides a smoother light, which gives a natural 
look to the scenes. 

The 250mm Fresnel lens produces a controllable beam. When 
removed, the Alpha 1600W becomes an Open-Eye unit, with a 
very even beam of 90°, ideal to cover large areas. Like all the 
Alphas, the 1600W can be used pointing straight down. 

Flash me for more information

Courtesy of Emmanuel Lakkari, DP
“I appreciate K5600 equipment for its versatility, which allows me to use it 
in various configurations for one shoot. It saves money and time.”



ALPHA 2.5/4 K 
The Alpha 4K was the first Fresnel unit designed 
by K5600. Since then, the other units have been 
manufactured with the same features in mind: 
versatility, light weight, compactness and quality of 
light. 

The 4K is the most versatile system of the line. With 
two Fresnel lenses at your disposal (Spot and Flood), 
the Alpha 4K gives a precise and controllable beam 
from 10 to 60°. Once these lenses are removed, the 
Open-Eye unit produces an even beam of 90°. 

Flash me for more information

The 4K’s versatility comes also from its ability to 
be used in 2.5K. Moreover, the Alpha 4K has the 
highest compatibility with accessories of the Alpha 
line (Spacebeam, Spacelight ring, dedicated light 
banks, etc.).

Finally, the Alpha 4K can be used pointing straight 
down, even in the Special Video Pro light bank 
without creating damage on the unit or safety issues. 

Courtesy of Angelo Chinosi



ALPHA 6/9 K 
The latest addition to the Alpha line, the Alpha 9K has 
quickly found its place on the lists. 

Flash me for more information

It features a 450 mm Fresnel lens which allows a 10° 
to 60° clean controllable beam. Without lenses, the 
9K becomes an Open-Eye unit producing an 90° even 
beam for hard shadows. More than being two kinds of 
light source in just one unit, the 9K can also be used in a 
6K wattage for even more versatility. 

Like all the Alpha units, the 9K is compact and lightweight 
and the ballast is no different. Our 9K ballast follows 
the K5600 policy: compact, lightweight (only 24.8 kilos) 
and versatile. It can fire up 2.5K, 4K, 6K and 9K units 
and runs at 100Hz, 300Hz and 1 000Hz for High-Speed 
shoots. 

Its ability to be used pointing straight down, its design, its 
output and its reliability have already made the Alpha 9K 
a favored tool for professionals. 

Courtesy of Jeremy Launais, DP



ALPHA 12/18 K
The Alpha 18K is one of a kind: it is the shallowest and lightest 
Fresnel 18K ever marketed. The unit itself is 30% more compact 
and lighter than other 18K units on the market. 

This fixture is not only unique for its design but for its abilities too. 
Thanks to the combination of the Quartz reflector and the design 
of the air ventilation system, the Alpha 18K can be used pointing 
straight down without being damaged or creating safety issues. 

Flash me for more information

Another unique ability is the removable 650mm Fresnel lens, 
which can be pulled out to get the wide beam and sharp shadows 
of an Open-Eye fixture. 

Finally, the Alpha 18K can be turned into a 12K, which makes this 
unit an amazing versatile Fresnel fixture. 

Courtesy of Mathieu Misiraca, DPCourstesy of David Chizallet, DP



LIGHT BANKS SPECIAL ALPHA
Working jointly with Chimera, K5600 is delivering specific Video Pro Shallow 
and Octaplus light banks for the Alphas 1600W, 4K and 9K. Dedicated rings 
have been designed by K5600 to use these light banks on the different fixtures.

SPACEBEAM
Specially created for the Alpha 4K, the Spacebeam accessory serves 
two different purposes. Used in the Spacebeam configuration, it turns 
your Alpha 4K into a precise beam projector, providing a high output. It 

can also be used as a Spacelight to get a soft top light. 

Flash me for more information

Because the Alpha has such a wide even spread without lens, it is possible 
to use a Shallow light bank to evenly cover the front diffusion at a shorter 
distance. The result is a very shallow and powerful soft light which can be used 
pointing straight down.

Flash me for more information

Courtesy of Max Gatti, DP

Creating a shaft of light for underwater shoot. 
Courtesy of Robert Mayr, Gaffer

SPACELIGHT SPECIAL RING 
The Spacelight is a Tungsten unit. When gaffers need a 5600K light, they 
use CTB gels, which reduces output by 50%. 

Our solution is this special ring designed to adapt an existing Spacelight on 
the Alpha 4K and 9K, turning it into a powerful 5600K Spacelight. Thanks 
to their design, the Alphas can be used pointing straight down as long as 
it’s needed, without damaging the fixture.

The HMI basically has more output than a Tungsten light source (90 to 
100 Lumen/W for an HMI vs 15 to 25 Lumen/W for a Tungsten), so even 
if a 3200K gel is needed, the Alpha Spacelight is still more powerful and 
more efficient than a Tungsten unit.

Flash me for more information
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